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An Act to limit the role of law enforcement officers in initial family assessments. 1 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA: 2 

Section 1. That a NEW SECTION be added: 3 

26-8A-9.1. Initial family assessments--Law enforcement--Role--Limitation--4 

Exception.  5 

The Department of Social Services may request that an employee of the Division 6 

of Child Protection Services be accompanied by a law enforcement officer during the time 7 

the employee is conducting an initial family assessment for the purpose of investigating a 8 

report of child abuse or neglect. 9 

The role of the law enforcement officer is limited to ensuring the safety and well-10 

being of the employee. The law enforcement officer may not participate in the initial family 11 

assessment or gather evidence for law enforcement purposes. The law enforcement officer 12 

shall notify any adult present during the initial family assessment of the limitation set forth 13 

in this section. 14 

The limitation set forth in this section is immediately negated if the officer observes 15 

the occurrence of criminal activity, is required to place a child in protective custody, is 16 

responding to an exigent circumstance, or is directed to perform any other duty by an 17 

order of the court. 18 
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